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convinced apologists, partly because a cool and independent enquiry may be expected from those happily aloof from party strife. They can at least seek truth alone, can employ patience and leisure to examine or confront the facts.
It is possible that, owing to changes in the outward conditions and attractions of life, an entirely new era is opening for which the records and lessons of old time will have no clue. A central point in these pages will be an emphasis on the disappearance of principles. We are impartial pensioners of the past, and are living on ideas which have lost their appeal, on a much worn vocabulary that does not stand closeness of definition. The Zealand passion of early reformers seem strangely antiquated. Though the words, jiistice, Jmimanity, freedom^ the people's will, loyalty, love of country are often on our lips, very . few are bold enough even to ask what exactly they mean. Abstract writers, on the State for instance, speak as though the old moral ties and claims were still recognized ; and, like Plato, please or stimulate us because their ideal is such an absolute contrast to the world of our everyday experience. But much harm may be done by refusing to see that terms are changing their sense, that motives are yielding to subtle and unsuspected solvents. It is foolish and wrong, in a conspiracy not of silence but of volubility, to repeat old catchwords and axioms as if an audience perfectly understood what the speaker certainly does not understand himself. It is the duty of the 'academic mind3 to probe everything, even the most reverend ideals, and aim at truth alone.
The question must now arise in many minds whether Have there can be any constructive policy for the higher statesmanship, whether we are not doomed to drift a current which carries us beyond our reckoning ?   Can positive human reflection help us when the tide is irresistible ?tions?"